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once used as keeps and watch-towers to guard the approach to Sanaa. They are unable to withstand modern artillery, as one, that looks like a battered stilton, plainly shows. Beyond these towers a long, low spur of limestonel juts out from the eastern hills ; past it the plain reopens toward Roda, half visible through the haze, like a flat candlestick with a minaret in the middle. North of Roda the plain dips gently out of sight, and one may see the wide north-easterly trend of the Kharid valley sweeping off to Jauf.
Looking eastward across garden-ground and city, one may count the minarets of sectarian Sanaa against the dark spurs of Mount Nukum.
Southward, across the houses of Bir al-Azab, there is a glimpse of bare, level plain stretching to low hills that almost block the southern horizon, eight miles away. Through a gap between these and the outer tentacles of Nukum runs the road to the south.
Toward the west are the featureless mud houses of the Jew quarter, and beyond them, flanked by taller hills, the low, black ridge of Jibal Aswad, over which runs the Hodeida-Sanaa road.
The country round lacks the grandeur of the true Yamen highlands, but has a lure of its own for those who seek it.
The broad, open plain, where a horseman may gallop as he will, in a bracing climate, is an advantage in itself, and one not found in the actual highlands, where there is seldom a patch of level ground big enough for a tennis-court.
Even in the height of summer the mornings are sharp
1 This spur provides much of the lime for the city. It is an accidental outcrop, the hills thattbound this plain being basaltic.